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SEWING MACHINES VISUAL INSPECTION 
CONDITION REPORT

A copy of this document must be sent with the hire equipment - original to stay at the branch.

VISUAL INSPECTION CONDITION (to be completed by Geofabrics’ staff when checking out and checking in)

Customer

Dispatch/receipt Out date:            /        / In date:           /        /

Branch location

Expected return date

Item Number Number of items Item name Checked out Checked in Comments

1 1 1st Sewing machine

 #

2 1 2nd Sewing machine 

#

3 1 Metal carry case 

#

4 1 Metal carry case

#

5 1 Large cone thread 
stand

6 1 Tweezers

7 1 Clippers

8 1 Oil

9 1 Screw driver

This equipment has received an in-service inspection and was found to have no obvious defects

CHECKED OUT BY					     CHECKED IN BY

Name:							       Name:

Signature:						      Signature:

Date : ____/_____/____	  			   Date : ____/_____/____

Comments/inspection results:	 									       

_													           
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Dear Customer

On receipt of this equipment, please check all equipment has been received, ensure your site staff read 
and understand the operating, maintenance and safety information and use the equipment in a safe manner.

	 You are responsible for the safe operation of the equipment and the safety of your staff.

	 At the conclusion of the use of the equipment, please clean the equipment, repack it for transportation 
and return it to Geofabrics.

	 Please advise if there are any missing parts. All equipment usage must be in terms of Geofabrics’ 
Equipment Hire Agreement. You will be charged for any damaged or missing components.

UNION SPECIAL 2200 SEWING MACHINE OPERATING & SAFETY 
INSTRUCTIONS

WARNING !

	 Any alterations to this hire equipment may prove dangerous to the operator and will be in breach of the 
Equipment Hire Agreement.

	 Service must only be performed by an authorised Geofabrics service organisation or representative.

	 Please contact your nearest Geofabrics branch (contact numbers below) for return of this equipment or 
servicing if it is found to be faulty.

	 All hire related documentation, operating & safety instructions are available on the company website 
(www.geofabrics.com.au).
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Union Special 2200 Sewing Machine Operator’s Manual
The Union Special 2200 Sewing Machine (sewing machine) is a tool intended for joining geosynthetic blankets/
sheets together in the field at the point of geosynthetic textile application.

Pre-operational considerations:

	 Before operating the sewing machine, it is important that you read and understand the maintenance and 
safety precautions outlined below and in the Equipment Hire Agreement (Use and Maintenance).

	 Contact your nearest Geofabrics branch (contact numbers below) if you do not understand any of the 
instructions in this document. To operate the sewing machine, operators must be in good physical and 
mental condition. Do not operate if on medication or under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Seek 
medical advice if unsure.

Safety Precautions and Working Techniques:

	 Because the sewing machine is a puncturing device, special safety precautions must be observed to 
reduce the risk of personal injury.

	 Ensure that a safe electrical supply is provided and that the equipment (including generator, extension 
leads and RCD’s) has been electrically tested and tagged within the last twelve months.

	 Ensure that electrical leads to the sewing site are not tangled, disorganised or frayed. When in use, all 
electrical leads should be uncoiled to prevent heat build up.

	 Steel capped safety boots must be worn while operating the sewing machine due to the possibility of 
someone dropping the sewing machine on their feet - the sewing machine weighs 5kg.

	 Ensure that task rotation is in place to provide workers with adequate rest periods where sewing is 
continuous for more than 15 minutes. The 5kg weight of the sewing machine combined with the static 
posture of the hand and fingers while operating the sewing machine creates a repetitive strain hazard for 
operators.

	  Keep all fingers and other body parts clear of the sewing point at all times.

	Do not use the sewing machine for any application other than its intended purpose.

	Do not abuse the sewing machine in any way which may result in personal injury and/or damage to the 
sewing machine.

	 Check the condition of the sewing machine before each use for any damage. If the behaviour of the 
sewing machine changes, check it immediately and return it to Geofabrics for service if necessary.

	Never modify the sewing machine in any way.
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Site Conditions:

	 The sewing machine is designed for fast and efficient operation. Ensure that the route of travel along the 
sewing edge is clear of obstructions and debris to avoid slips/trips and falls while facing sideways to the 
direction of travel. Where possible, use the sewing machine on flat, level ground.

	 The sewing machine should not be operated in conditions which will endanger the operator or other site 
personnel (e.g. wet weather, high winds, when lightning is a risk).

Features and specifications:

	 Built-in thread chain cutter. 

	Housing for electric motor and handle made of fibreglass-reinforced break-resistant polyamide. 

	 Combined upper and lower feed for greater power grips both sides of the bag. 

	 Standard needle: 9854G200/080. 
Heavy duty version for all bag materials. 

	Weight: 11 pounds (5 kg).  

Operation:

OPERATING THE UNION SPECIAL 2200 SEWING MACHINE
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Answers to some Frequently Asked Questions
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GEOFABRICS® is a registered trade mark of Geofabrics Australasia Pty Ltd.
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